
PUBLIC HEARING
“MONEY LAUNDERING CASES INVOLVING RUSSIAN

INDIVIDUALS AND THEIR EFFECT ON THE EU”

TUESDAY, 29 JANUARY 2019
14.30 - 17.30

Room: ALTIERO SPINELLI (ASP) 1G-3

BRUSSELS

CVS OF THE SPEAKERS



ANDERS ÅSLUND

Senior Fellow

Per Anders Åslund is a Swedish economist and a Senior Fellow at the Atlantic Council. He is
also a Chairman of the International Advisory Council at the Center for Social and Economic
Research. His work focuses on economic transition from centrally planned to market
economies.

Åslund served as an economic adviser to the governments of Kyrgyzstan, Russia, and Ukraine
and from 2003 was director of the Russian and Eurasian Program at the Carnegie Endowment
for International Peace. Åslund was an advocate of early, comprehensive, and radical economic
reforms in Russia and Eastern Europe. He worked at the Peterson Institute for International
Economics from 2006-15. In 2013, David Frum wrote that “Anders Aslund at the Peterson
Institute is one of the world’s leading experts on the collapse of the planned Soviet economy



Joshua Kirschenbaum
Senior Fellow, Alliance for Securing Democracy
Washington, DC

Joshua Kirschenbaum is a senior fellow at GMF’s Alliance for Securing Democracy,
focusing on illicit finance. Josh joined GMF from the Treasury Department, where he
worked from 2011 to 2018. He served as acting director of the Office of Special Measures at
Treasury’s Financial Crimes Enforcement Network, overseeing international money
laundering investigations under Section 311 of the USA PATRIOT Act. Previously, Josh
worked on Iran sanctions at Treasury’s Office of Foreign Assets Control.

He received a master’s degree in international security from Georgetown University and a
bachelor’s degree in public policy from Northwestern University.



Richard Brooks

Brooks worked as a HM Revenue and Customs tax inspector for 16 years up until 2005
specialising in international and corporate taxation.[1][2]

Since 2005, he has been a regular contributor to Private Eye.[2] In 2008 Brooks was joint-winner
of the Paul Foot Award for his investigation into the privatisation of the CDC Group. He is the
author of The Great Tax Robbery: How Britain Became a Tax Haven for Fat Cats and Big
Business (2013) and the co-author (with David Craig) of Plundering the Public Sector: How
New Labour are letting consultants run off with £70 billion of our money (2006).[3] With
Andrew Bousfield, he was joint-winner again of the Paul Foot Award in 2014 for their
investigations in Private Eye on bribery inShady Arabia and the Desert Fix.[4] In 2018 Brooks
published a new book, Bean Counters: The Triumph of Accountants and how they broke
Capitalism.[5]

Richard Brooks is a digger and a troublemaker who niggles away at difficult subjects in a
meticulous, punchy and highly effective way.

— Alan Rusbridger, Editor Guardian.[6]

This is where Brooks comes into his own: not only does he have a near-encyclopedic
knowledge of [tax] anomalies sanctioned by the state, he also has an ear for resonant detail.

— Jonathan Ford, Lead Writer Financial Times[7]

Richard Brooks is an ex-HM Revenue & Customs (HMRC) tax inspector turned investigative
journalist, regarded as one of the U.K.'s best reporters on tax avoidance.

— The International Tax Review[8]
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William Felix Browder (born 23 April 1964) is an
American-born British financier and economist. He is the CEO and co-founder of Hermitage
Capital Management, an investment fund that at one time was the largest foreign portfolio
investor in Russia. He gave up his U.S. citizenship in 1998 to avoid paying taxes related to
foreign investment. After having business in Russia for ten years, Browder was refused entry
to Russia in 2005 as a threat to national security; he has said it was because he exposed
corruption.

After the death in prison in 2009 of Sergei Magnitsky, a Russian lawyer and auditor who had
represented his company and conducted an investigation into massive tax fraud related to it,
Browder lobbied for Congress to pass the Magnitsky Act, a law to punish Russian human
rights violators, which was signed into law in 2012 by President Barack Obama. In 2013,
Browder was tried in absentia in Russia for tax fraud, jointly in a posthumous prosecution of
Magnitsky. He was convicted and sentenced to nine years in prison. Interpol rejected Russian
requests to arrest Browder, saying the case was political. In 2014, the European Parliament
voted for sanctions against 30 Russians believed complicit in the Magnitsky case; this was
the first time it had taken such action.

In July 2017, Browder testified to the U.S. Senate Judiciary Committee on Russia's alleged
interference in the 2016 U.S. presidential election through use of persons in Washington,
D.C.

On October 19, 2017, Canada enacted its own Magnitsky Act, which allows for the freezing
of assets and visa bans on officials from Russia and other nations considered to be guilty of
human rights violations, and prohibits Canadian firms from dealing with foreign nationals
who have grossly violated human rights. Other countries including Estonia, Lithuania, and
the United Kingdom, have also enacted their own version of the Magnitsky Act.

On October 21, 2017, as part of a criminal conviction for tax evasion, the Russian
government attempted to place Browder on Interpol's arrest list. After a protest by U.S.
Congressional leaders, his visa was restored the following day. Russia's arrest-warrant
request was rejected by Interpol on October 26, 2017. While visiting Spain in May 2018,
Browder was arrested on 30 May 2018 by Spanish authorities on a new Russian Interpol
warrant and transferred to an undisclosed Spanish police station, yet he was released two
hours later, after Interpol confirmed that this was a political case.
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